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NOTE. As explained in Population and Vital Statistics : June Quarter 1977 (3212.0), in estimating final population figures 
for the period June 1971 to June 1976 allowance has been made for underenumeration in the population census and for 
other factors. The final figures for June 1971 and June 1976 are considerably higher than those previously published for the 
two census dates, and it is apparent that the numbers of civilian employees derived from the 1971 population census, and 
used in determining the benchmarks for the employment estimates in this bulletin, are substantially understated. (See 
paragraph 5 below.) Consequently, the level of the employment series is too low. A revision of the series, using revised 
benchmarks and other data, will be undertaken as soon as possible. It is expected that the effect of the revision will be to 
raise the level of the current estimates by some 190,000 persons. Revised estimates should be available towards the end of 


1978. In the meantime the unrevised series will provide a reasonable indication of current month-to-month movements. 










MAIN FEATURES 





The figures below refer only to civilian wage and salary 
earners excluding those in agriculture and private 
domestic service. 


. During March 1978 employment decreased by 600 
persons (—3,000 males, +2,600 females) 

. Private employment fell by 3,500 while government 
employment increased (by 3,000) 

. The principal decrease was in manufacturing (3,000). 







EXPLANATORY NOTES 


Introduction 

This preliminary statement will be followed in 
due course by the monthly bulletin Employment and 
Unemployment (6213.0) which gives information in 
greater detail. 


Reference period 

2. Current data supplied by reporting enterprises 
or establishments generally refer to persons on the 
payroll for the last pay-period in each month. 


Scope of estimates 


a The series in this statement relate only to wage 
and salary earners, not the total labour force. The 
statistics therefore exclude employers, self-employed 
persons, unpaid helpers and the unemployed. Employees 
in agriculture and private households are also excluded 
because of the inadequacy of current data. For the sake 
of brevity, wage and salary earners are referred to in the 
tables as ‘employees’. 


4. Persons who are on paid leave or who work 
during part of the pay-period and are unemployed or on 
strike during the rest of the period are generally counted 
as employed. Those not shown on employers’ payrolls 
because they are on leave without pay, on strike or 
stood down for the entire period are excluded. 


Method of estimation 


=f The estimates are based on benchmarks derived 
from the results of the 1971 population census and 
other relevant sources, such as special returns from 
government bodies and the Bureau’s economic censuses 
and surveys. Month-to-month changes shown by current 
returns are linked to the benchmark data to derive the 
monthly estimates. Current returns are of three main 
types : 


. payroll tax returns 
. retums from government bodies 
. other current employment returns (e.g. for hospitals). 


6. Recorded employment obtained from these 
sources is estimated to account for nearly 90 per cent of 
the total number of employees in the industries covered. 
The balance (that is, unrecorded private employment) is 
estimated. 


Government employment 


+4 Government employees comprise not only 
administrative employees but also all other employees of 
government bodies (Australian, State, local and 
semi-government) on services such as railways, road 
transport, banks, postal and telecommunications, air 
transport, education (including universities, colleges of 
advanced education, etc.), radio, television, police, 
public works, factories, marketing authorities, public 
hospitals (other than those run by charitable or religious 
Organisations) and departmental hospitals and 
institutions. 


Any discrepancies between totals and sums of 
components in tables are due to rounding. The figures 
shown are subject to revision. 


R. J. CAMERON 
Australian Statistician 


TABLE 1. CIVILIAN EMPLOYEES 
(Excluding agriculture and private domestic service) 
Cc 





























000) 
Australia 
ACT. Seasonally 
Month N.S. W. Vic. Qld S.A. W.A. Tas. N.T. (a) Original adjusted (b) 
ES 
MALES 
1977 — February 1,064.7 827.8 404.8 278.2 252.9 89.1 23.6 50.1 S09 Be 2996.2 
March 1,065.3 827.6 405.6 278.9 254.2 89.5 23.4 50.3 2,994.7 2,987.2 
1978 — February 1,060.1 815.3 398.2 271.2 255.9 88.3 23.1 50.7 2,962.6 12,961.9 
_ March 1,059.7 813.5 398.8 269.7 256.1 88.2 23.0 50.5 29896. :2,5525 
FEMALES 
1977 — February 622.4 497.0 216.1 167.9 141.7 48.2 127 35.1 1,741.1 1,745.6 
March 624.7 498.4 216.6 170.3 142.7 48.6 12.8 35.6 1,749.7 1,745.8 
1978 — February 626.6 501.5 219.1 169.8 146.5 49.4 13.0 36.1 1,761.9 1,766.7 
March 627.5 501.3 218.8 169.4 148.7 49.5 13.1 36.1 1,764.5 1,760.9 
PERSONS 

1977 — February 1,687.1 1,324.8 620.9 446.1 394.6 137.4 36.2 85.3 4,732.3. 4,735.8 
March 1,690.0 1,326.0 622.3 449.2 396.9 138.1 36.2 85.9 4,744.5 4,733.0 
1978 — February 1,686.7 1,316.7 617.3 441.0 402.4 137.7 36.1 - 86.7 4,724.6  14,728.6 
March 1,687.2 1,314.9 617.6 439.1 404.8 137.6 36.1 86.6 4,724.0 4,713.3 





(a) Includes persons employed in the Australian Capital Territory who reside in adjoining areas. (b) For details of the methods used see 
Seasonally Adjusted Indicators, 1978 (1308.0) to be released shortly. 


NOTE. See NOTE on page 1 regarding revision of the estimates. 


TABLE 2. TOTAL CIVILIAN EMPLOYEES (PRIVATE AND GOVERNMENT) AND DEFENCE FORCES : AUSTRALIA 
(Excluding agriculture and private domestic service) 
¢000) 


Government (a) 











Defence _ Total civilian 
































Civilian forces employees and 
Month Private Australian State (b) Local (b) Total (b) employees (c) defence forces 
MALES 
1977 — February 2,049.7 272.5 566.6 102.4 941.5 2,991.2 66.1 3,057.3 
March 2,050.5 272.4 569.3 102.5 944.2 2,994.7 66.2 3,060.9 
1978 — February 2,001.6 272.8 584.3 103.9 961.0 2,962.6 66.5 3,029.1 
March 1,998.8 (d)281.5 (d)575.5 103.9 960.9 2,959.6 66.4 3,026.0 
FEMALES 
1977 — February 1,234.9 115.4 369.5 21.4 506.2 1,741.1 3.8 1,744.9 
March 1,238.4 116.1 373.7 21.5 $11.3 1,749.7 3.8 1,753.5 
1978 — February 1232.1 119.0 387.7 23.1 529.8 1,761.9 3.8 1,765.7 
March 1,231,5 (d)119.7 (d)390.0 23:3 533.0 1,764.5 3.8 1,768.3 
PERSONS 
PELE NE  ! SE IS TEAM: SAMS, SAMAR S SRG! SA RANA eS A Mr oN Peed EL LAE RS 
1977 — February 3,284.6 388.0 936.0 123.7 1,447.7 4,732.3 69.9 4,802.2 
March 3,288.9 388.5 943.0 124.0 1,455.5 4,744.5 70.0 4,814.5 
1978 — February 3,233) 391.8 972.0 127.0 1,490.8 4,724.6 70.3 4,794.9 
March 3,230.2 (d)401.1 (d)965.6 127.1 1,493.8 4,724.0 70.2 4,794.2 





(a) Includes semi-government bodies. (b) Excludes State and local government employees (6.1 thousand persons in December 1977) engaged 
in agriculture or in private homes as employees of government emergency housekeeper services. (c) Permanent defence forces in Australia 
and overseas. (d) On 1 March 1978 South Australian and Tasmanian railway operations, previously under the authority of the State 
governments, were taken over by Australian National Railways. The effect of this change was to transfer approximately 9,500 employees 
from State government to Australian government. 


NOTE. See NOTE on page 1 regarding revision of the estimates. 


TABLE 3. CIVILIAN EMPLOYEES : INDUSTRY, AUSTRALIA 
(Excluding agriculture and private domestic service) 
C 














000) 
MALES FEMALES PERSONS 
ASIC 1977 1978 1977 1978 1977 1978 
Division (a) ASIC industry (a) February March February March February March February March February March February March 
A(b) Forestry, fishing and hunting 13.6 13.6 14.1 13.9 1.0 1.1 1.0 1.1 14.6 14.7 15.1 15.0 
B Mining 72.9 72.9 71.6 71.3 5.8 5.8 5.9 5.9 78.7 78.7 7175 TI2 
C Manufacturing 878.7 878.6 852.4 850.3 298.4 298.9 286.2 285.3 1,177.1 1,177.5 1,138.6 1,135.6 
Food, beverages and tobacco 143.9 144.7 140.3 140.1 50.4 Saf 50.0 49.3 194.3 196.4 190.3 189.4 
Textiles 23.0 22.8 21.6 21.3 16.2 16.1 15.6 15.4 39.3 38.9 = | 36.7 
Clothing and footwear 19.2 19.1 18.5 18.6 64.3 63.8 61.0 61.1 83.5 82.9 79.4 79.7 
Paper and paper products, printing Ti.3 71.4 71.0 70.7 25.2 25.3 25.7 25.5 96.5 96.6 96.7 96.2 
Metal products, machinery and equipment 424.2 423.3 410.3 409.2 86.9 86.7 80.9 80.9 511.2 509.9 491.0 490.2 
Basic metal products 83.4 83.2 82.4 82.4 6.7 6.8 6.5 6.6 90.1 90.0 88.9 89.0 
Fabricated metal products 84.8 84.9 84.1 83.6 21.3 21.2 19.9 19.8 106.1 106.0 104.0 103.4 
Transport equipment 132.7 132.4 126.6 126.0 16.7 16.8 15.6 15.5 149.5 149.2 142.1 141.5 
Other machinery and equipment 123.3 122.8 117.2 117.2 42.2 41.9 38.9 39.0 165.5 164.7 156.0 156.2 
D Electricity, gas and water 92.0 92.7 95.2 95.4 9.2 9.1 9.6 9.6 101.2 101.9 104.8 105.0 
E Construction 343.1 343.4 336.9 336.3 18.2 18.2 18.0 18.0 361.3 361.6 354.9 354.3 
F Wholesale and retail trade 557.9 558.1 549.6 549.4 411.2 412.2 415.2 415.0 969.1 970.3 964.7 964.2 
Wholesale trade 243.3 243.6 240.5 240.2 93.1 94.0 922 92.4 336.4 337.5 332.7 332.6 
Retail trade 314.7 314.5 309.1 309.1 318.1 318.3 322.9 322.5 632.8 632.8 632.0 631.6 
Motor vehicle dealers, petrol 
and tyre retailers 142.4 142.8 137.1 136.9 30.8 30.9 29.4 29.2 173.2 173.7 166.5 166.1 
Other retail trade 172.2 171.7 172.0 172.2 287.3 287.4 293.5 293.2 459.5 459.1 465.5 4655 
G Transport and storage 213.8 213.1 211.2 210.7 36.6 36.6 37.1 37.0 250.4 249.7 248.3 247.6 
Road transport 81.0 80.6 79.0 79.0 13.6 py 13.6 13.6 94.6 94.3 92.6 92.6 
H Communication 71.5 71.2 71.4 71.2 29.1 29.0 29.6 29.8 100.6 100.2 101.0 101.0 
I Finance, insurance, real estate 
and business services 197.5 198.0 196.6 196.6 187.1 187.8 188.5 188.9 384.5 385.9 385.1 385.6 
J(c) Public administration and defence 152.1 152.4 153.8 153.9 91,7 92.5 95.9 96.2 243.8 244.9 249.7 250.1 
K Community services 287.0 288.9 298.3 299.2 492.3 497.1 513.5 516.7 779.3 786.0 811.7 815.9 
Health 66.9 67.4 70.9 71.0 259.4 260.7 272.6 273.5 326.3 328.1 343.5 344.5 
Education, libraries, museums and 
art galleries 124.9 126.2 130.3 131.1 192.3 195.5 199.3 201.4 317.1 321.7 329.6 332.5 
L(d) Entertainment, recreation, restaurants, 
hotels and personal services 111.1 111.7 111.5 111.4 160.6 161.2 161.6 161.1 271.7 272.9 ston 2723'S 
TOTAL 2,991.2 2,994.7 2,962.6 2,959.6 1,741.1 1,749.7 1,761.9 1,764.5 4,732.3 4,7445 4,7246 4,724.0 


as mS SS Sg ERR Rg reg a CEE gE ee ee mee ee 


(a) Australian Standard Industrial Classification. Some Division totals include industries not specified separately. (b) Excludes ASIC Sub-divisions 01 (Agriculture) 
and 02 (Services to agriculture). (c) Excludes members of the permanent defence forces. (d) Excludes ASIC Sub-division 94 Private households employing staff. 


NOTE. See NOTE on page 1 regarding revision of the estimates. 


TABLE 4. CIVILIAN EMPLOYEES : AUSTRALIA - SEASONALLY ADJUSTED SERIES 
(Excluding agriculture and private domestic service) 











(000) 
Principal industries (persons) 
Finance, 
Private/ insurance, 
government (persons) Wholesale real estate 
Total civilian employees and Transport and 
Govern- Manu- Con- retail and business 
Month Males Females Persons Private ment (a) _— facturing _ struction trade storage services 
LI PT ERE SES RE aD Foe Ay AVE PDs at ATE Mae a CR” SS ean la RCE 
ORIGINAL 
—— eee 
1977 - . 
February 2,991.2 1,741.1 = 4,732.3 3,284.6 1,447.7 1,177.1 361.3 969.1 250.4 384.5 
March 2,994.7 1,749.7 4,744.5 3,288.9 1,455.5 1,197.5 361.6 970.3 249.7 385.9 
April 2,987.7 1,750.9 4,738.6 3,278.9 1,459.8 1,169.3 360.9 971.2 249.3 384.9 
May 2,983.2 1,749.3 4,732.6 3,270.3 1,462.3 1,162.3 360.2 969.4 249.2 385.5 
June 2,979.2 1,747.1 4,726.2 3,262.5 1,463.8 1,156.2 361.0 968.9 249.3 385.0 
July 2,968.9 1,748.8 4,717.7 3,251.0 1,466.8 1,148.3 358.9 967.2 248.6 384.4 
August 2,964.5 1,752.5 4,717.0 3,246.5 1,470.5 1,147.4 356.8 965.2 248.2 383.8 
September 2,955.3. $1,756.8 4,712.1 $ 3,241.3, 1,470.8 — 1,145.2 354.2 965.1 248.1 383.6 
October $2,954.4 1,762.5 4,716.9  +3,241.9 SP) TAR 354.0 967.6 248.3 383.1 
November 2,959.6 1,770.1 4,729.7 3,251.9 & aTy 5h er) 44 P3538 974.4 250.6 382.3 
December 2,960.3 1,763.5 4,723.7 3,251.9 VT471.8 1,136.3 352.8 980.1 252.1 383.8 
1978 — ( . 6 JUN1978 
January 2,954.6 1,748.0 4,702.6 3,226.4. © 1,476.5 1,132.7 350.9 964.3 249.2 383.8 
February 2,962.6 1,761.9 4,724.6 3,233.7 S VA90.8 AK J 354.9 964.7 248.3 385.1 
March 2,959.6 1,764.5 4,724.0 3,230.2 “4493. RUST TSO 354.3 964.2 247.6 385.6 
SEASONALLY ADJUSTED (b) 
1977 —- 
February 2,990.2 1,745.6 4,735.8 3,288.7 1,447.1 1,175.7 362.1 473.7 250.4 383.3 
March 2,987.2 1,745.8 4,733.0 3,282.6 1,450.4 1,172.7 360.3 971.7 250.1 383.6 
April 2,980.8 1,745.8 4,726.6 3,273.0 1,453.6 1,166.8 360.2 970.8 249.7 383.2 
May 2,971.8 1,745.0 4,716.8 3,263.1 1,453.7 1,160.5 355.5 967.9 249.5 383.8 
June 2,969.6 1,744.5 4,714.1 3,258.9 1,455.2 1,155.8 355.8 968.7 249.7 383.9 
July 2,967.6 1,747.4 4,715.0 3,255.9 1,459.1 1,150.1 355.9 969.5 249.2 384.6 
August 2,968.4 1,752.7 4,721.1 3,254.4 1,466.7 1,149.3 355.8 969.4 249.1 384.7 
September {2,961.9 1,754.6 4,716.5 73,245.3 1,471.2 1,145.3 354.9 967.9 249.1 384.6 
October +2,960.9 1,756.6 4,717.5 3,239.2 1,478.3 1,141.0 355.7 966.0 249.2 384.6 
November 2,963.4 1,760.1 4,723.5 3,240.6 1,482.9 1,141.7 356.2 966.8 249.7 384.1 
December 2,966.3 1,769.3 4,735.6 3,248.1 1,487.5 1,140.7 357.7 970.5 249.1 385.5 
1978 — 
January 2,966.2 1773.5 4,739.7 3,245.9 1,493.8 1,139.5 356.5 970.2 248.3 384.8 
February 12,961.9 1,766.7 14,728.6 3,238.0 1,490.6 1,137.3 355.8 969.2 248.3 384.0 
March 2,952.5 1,760.9 4,713.3 3,224.5 1,488.8 1,131.0 353.1 965.7 248.0 383.4 


(a) Includes semi-government bodies. (b) See footnote (b) to Table 1. 
+ Affected by industrial disputes. 


NOTE. See NOTE on page 1 regarding revision of the estimates. 


RELATED PUBLICATIONS 


Users may also wish to refer to the following employment publications which are available on request. 


Employment and Unemployment (6213.0) 
Employed Wage and Salary Earners, June 1971 to June 1975 (6214.0.) 


All publications produced by the ABS are listed in Catalogue of Publications 1977 (1101.0) which is available free of 
charge from any ABS office. 


